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earth the English landowners are the most cowardly/* When, some years later, those Tories who had not forgotten the old sense of duty and disinterested public service introduced the Factory Acts, Mr. Cobden, Lord Brougham, Mr. Gladstone and the Nonconformist mill-owner John Bright were among the opposition. The very friends of the people were their enemies. No class of society was not demoralised by laisser-faire; material lusts had proved too strong. Society was afflicted by a sense of false values. It was, therefore, something for the Baldwin famly to have held through those years to the old tradition of noblesse oblige. In the comparative seclusion of Stourport they had shown that the aristocratic sense of duty could exist even in an industrial environment. That town had the undoubted advantage of working in rural surroundings which may have assisted the Baldwins to maintain this balance.
The family definitely belonged to the new aristocracy* They deserted Quakerism during the century for the more dignified refuge of the National Church. That was a wise and almost natural act. The conversion was usually deliberate among the Nonconformists who had made their positions. Nonconformity was something of which to be ashamed rather than proud. All conscientious objection is futile since it implies an inability to remove the objection. The dissenter of the Industrial Revolution wanted status in a world where that privilege was confined to the few* He objected passively because he was unable actively to control his circumstances. It was a sound religion for grocers, but not perhaps for leaders and rulers. The interest is that the present Mr, Baldwin professes a dilettante admiration for the faith his forbears formally abandoned*
Alfred Baldwin, Mr, Baldwin's father was born in 1841. He inherited from his father, of whom he was a younger son, the accepted status of a prosperous ironmaster. He saw during the sixty-seven years of his life mushroom growth of England's industrial splendcror.